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Hello New Jersey/ Eastern Pennsylvania

Therapeutic Recreation Association Member!
I hope everyone has survived the snow and ice this winter.  This weekend reminded me that Spring is here.  And, with that, I’d like to share with you some things your ATRA chapter affiliate, NJ/EPA TRA, is working on. 

The board met in December.  The Fall conference was a success and I’d like to thank everyone who was a part of making that happen.  First of all, the Past President and Conference Chair, Diane Williams:  Diane spent many hours within her days working on the details of the conference and we appreciate all her work in facilitating a successful  10th annual 2-day conference!  Susanne Lesnik-Emas, Program Chair, was crucial in obtaining our quality speakers and organizing the program.   There are many people to recognize who were important in making all the details of the conference a success.   This would be a very long list if I continued on, but I would like to thank everyone who volunteered, presented, assisted with fundraising, registration, brochure development, packet stuffing, set –up and the many other small details that are so important to make the conference happen.  Thanks to all of you who helped make the conference a success as well as those who attended!  Information for this year’s conference will be coming up soon.  Diane Williams will be chairing the Education Committee again this year, so if you are interested in helping, please let her know. hubtr@verizon.net.

The board has also been discussing the best way to communicate with its members.  We have decided to provide you with “email blasts” that will update you on current issues in the recreation therapy field.  I’d like to personally invite each and every one of you to contact me if you have something you would like to share with the membership.  I think our organization is only as strong as its members, and our members have a lot to be proud of.  If you have some information you would like me to include in the email blast on a monthly basis, please feel free to email me at amy_long17@hotmail.com (there is an underscore between amy and long) or call me at 610-769-5858. The email blast will replace our quarterly newsletter and I believe will provide information in a more timely manner.  I will also make past email blasts available on our website so you can refer to them as you need to.  As recreation therapists, we have to keep up with the times!  These days we are doing more and more electronically.  So, here it goes.  Here is the very first email blast!                                    Amy Long, NJ/EPA TRA President

CEU Opportunities:
Diane has agreed to be the conference chair again this year.  Susanne Lesnik-Emas and Sarah Telthorster are committee members.  They are currently looking at possibilities for CEU’s to be offered during a workshop in a location close to you.   If you are interested in hosting a CEU session at your location for about 20 members, please let us know.  We will have the session planned, just need locations throughout our member area to hold the sessions.  More to come on this!  If you are interested in being a host site or assisting the Education Committee, please contact Diane, Susanne or Sarah.  Diane: hubtr@verizon.net, Susanne: slesnik@temple.edu, Sarah: stelthorster@yahoo.com.

Upcoming conferences:

May 18-20, 2008 Mid-Eastern Symposium on Therapeutic Recreation Ocean City, MD.   www.mideastsymposium.com
Save the date:  October 27th and 28th NJ/EPA TRA Annual Conference, Princeton, NJ.  

Yes, not traditionally the 1st Monday and Tuesday of November!  

ATRA Annual Conference: Reno, NV  September 29-Oct 2nd.

The ATRA Chapter Affiliate Council is planning on featuring the ATRA affiliate chapters at this year’s ATRA annual Conference.  They are planning on creating a PowerPoint presentation with pictures and descriptions of all the great things the chapters have been doing.  They would love to know what our chapter members have been up to!  We will be compiling pictures, stories, and descriptions of what NJ/EPA TRA members have been up to in the past year.  If you have anything you would like to share, please email or call Amy Long.  We look forward to sharing all the great things our members have done in the past year.  Please contact Amy by April 29th. 

Also, if you are planning on attending this year’s ATRA annual conference in Reno, NV, and would like help host the NJ/EPA TRA booth, please let Amy Long know. Amy_long@hotmail.com

ATRA Medicare Project:

Thank you to everyone who has called their representatives!  We have some great support for ATRA’s Recreation Therapy Medicare Bill, H.R. 4248.  

We would like to thank the following House of Representative members from Pennsylvania and New Jersey for co-sponsoring the bill:  

Rep Jason Altmire (PA) cosigned on 4/3/08

Rep Robert Brady (PA) co-signed on 2/28/08

Rep Charles Dent (PA) co-signed on 1/16/08

Rep Phil English (PA) on 11/15/07 as the co-sponsor with Rep Ellen Tauscher (CA)

Rep Mike Ferguson, (NJ)- 7th District co-signed on 3/13/08

Rep Jim Gerlach (PA) co-signed on 2/28/08

Rep Patrick Murphy (PA) co-signed on 2/28/08

Rep Todd Platts (PA) co-signed on 2/28/08

Rep Joe Sestak (PA) co-signed on 2/28/08.

We appreciate the support of these representatives. 

Recreation Therapy still needs your help. Although sending letters is helpful, at this point we need more! Please contact your state Rep. (Sarah or Barb) to find out what you can do to keep Recreation Therapy going strong! The following representatives within our area have not co-signed:

Rep Chris Carney, Northeastern PA area

Rep Chaka Fattah, Wynnefield to W. Philadelphia area

Rep Paul Kanjorski, Hazelton, Wilkesbarre, Scranton areas

Rep Tim Holden, Harrisburg, Labanon, Pottsville areas

Rep Allyson Schwartz, Montgomery Co, Ambler Landsdale area

Rep Joe Pitts, Lancaster, Chester, and Berks Co areas.

Please contact Sarah Telthorster if you would be willing to help make calls to encourage these Representatives to co-sign. stelthorster@yahoo.com.

New Jersey Reps:

Rep Robert Andrews

Rep Frank LoBiondo

Rep Jim Saxton

Rep Christopher Smith

Rep Scott Garrett

Rep Frank Pallone

Rep Bill Pascrell

Rep Steven Rothman

Rep Donald Payne

Rep Rodney Frelinghuysen

Rep Rush Holt

Rep Albio Sines

Please contact Barb Wilhite, NJ Member at Large if you are willing to help make calls to encourage these NJ Representatives to co-sign.  wilhite@temple.edu.

CTRS Running for Congress G.T. Thompson!

Also, on a political note, one of our very own members, recreation therapy professionals, and guest speaker at last years’ NJ/EPA conference, G.T. Thompson is running for Congress! 

Hi All, 

Hope all is well! As the subject line indicates I have thrown my hat in the ring for Congress. John Peterson is retiring in the PA 5th. I have formally filed with the Federal Election Commission as a candidate for Congress (Pennsylvania 5th). Since announcing one week ago I have traveled over 1,700 miles and visited 13 of the 17 Counties. My message has been well received and has distinguished my candidacy from my opponents. The citizens like the idea of a Citizen Legislator with a health care background. They are excited about someone who has refined the skills of quickly assessing complex problems and situations, can work with a diverse team and has a record of determining cost-effective solutions. 

Now I need to raise campaign contributions to get that message out! 

Please feel free to pass this exciting news and campaign update along to others in the profession. 

Those that would like to support my bid for Congress can make contributions 

To:

"Friends of Glenn Thompson"
Friends of Glenn Thompson
198 Park Road
Howard, PA 16841

Get Involved!!!

One of my goals for this year is to get more people involved in NJ/EPA TRA.  As an all-volunteer organization, our members are so important to the growth of our affiliate.  Please take a moment to look at the variety of ways you can be involved in NJEPA.  Each and every one of you is important to the field of recreation therapy in our region! 

Advocacy and Outreach:  Committee Chair and co-chair positions are available:  Committee members needed to develop TR week ideas, media releases, assist with email blast articles.  Have an idea for advocacy and outreach? Committee members from various areas of NJ, Philadelphia, and PA are needed!. Contact Amy at amy_long17@hotmail.com

Membership:  Committee Chair is Heather Katen.  Assistance helping with renewals, mailings, sending cards/ letters of membership, recruiting members, updating contact information of current members. Contact Heather at hkaten@gmail.com.

Education Committee:  Diane Williams, Chair, Sarah Telthorster, Co-chair.  Committee members needed to help with tasks for Workshops and Yearly Conferences.  


Develop program, theme, generate speakers


Brochure development


Mailings


Conference Volunteers


Registration assistance


Scholarships


Fundraising


Job posting, Internship postings


Conference Facility/ set up


CEU’s


Historian-take pictures, document conference


Administration: badges, signs, display table set up, etc


Vendors and resources


Thank you letters

Contact Diane at hubtr@verizon.net
Legislation Committees:  Barb Wilhite, NJ Member at Large:  Looking for NJ members who are willing to help with the tasks related to NJ legislation/ NJ RT issues. Contact Barb at wilhite@temple.edu.


        Vacant, PA Member at Large:  Looking for PA members who are willing to help with tasks related to PA legislation/ PA RT issues. Contact Amy at amy_long17@hotmail.com

Communications Committee:  Lucy Orr-Tomczynski, Chair:  Colleen Worth, Website maintenance, 


Committee members will help with any duties related to communications, mass emails, website, job postings, internship posting and mailings. Contact Lucy at lucyctrs@msn.com.

Please find some way to be involved in NJ/EPA.  Nothing is too small to be of assistance!  As always, feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like to discuss this more. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Long, MS, CTRS

NJ/EPA TRA President

Amy_long17@hotmail.com
along@kidspeace.org
610-769-5858 (home)

610-799-7200 (work)






